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A Night for Love, Laughter … and Life
Twenty-two years ago, a scared mother left her three-hour-old daughter in the foyer of St. John the Evangelist Church in Watertown, trusting that her child would be well-cared-for and safe. Discovered by Father
Robert Rousseau, baby “Carolyn Marie” inspired the priest, scores of parishioners, and hundreds of supporters throughout Greater Waterbury to found Carolyn’s Place Pregnancy Care Center.
We invite you to join us on November 3rd at our Annual Dinner, as we celebrate
the more than 1,210 precious lives saved and hundreds more lives touched as
a result of little Carolyn Marie. The event will be held at La Bella Vista at the
Pontelandolfo Club in Waterbury. The evening supports the mission of Carolyn’s Place to continue its work of empowering individuals through education,
comfort, and assistance to make life choices related to their sexuality and childbearing that are consistent with the sanctity of human life.
The dinner will pay special tribute to several individuals for their pro-life advocacy and volunteer work. We are pleased to announce that the Maureen Anne
Donohoe Life Award will be presented to William J. Pape, II, editor and publisher of the Republican-American, for his long-standing commitment to sharing life-affirming articles with the newspaper’s readership.
Father John M. Cooney, retired pastor of St. John the Evangelist Parish in Watertown, will receive the Carolyn’s Place Ministry Award for his ongoing years of supporting and promoting life issues. The Walter J. Williams Volunteer Award will be presented to Monique and Jean-Luc Fortin, two of our most dedicated volunteers since
1997.
Bill Dunn, author of “The Merry Catholic”, will emcee the event. A recipient of the 2011
Carolyn’s Place Life Award, Dunn pens the weekly “A Matter of Laugh or Death” column in the Republican-American and is a three-time winner of the AMY Foundation
Writing Award given for communicating biblical truth in a secular publication.
Diners at the event will enjoy a sumptuous five-course meal served with wine, while being entertained by
the soft, jazz music of Gomez & Sadlon. We are delighted to bring back our very successful and wellreceived silent auction. Some of the prizes this year include a Boston getaway, Yankee tickets, a flat
screen TV, theater tickets, wine baskets, gift cards, spa and beauty packages, restaurant certificates, and
much more. Come ready to bid and take home some amazing gifts! (Cash, checks, Visa or MasterCard are
accepted.)
We are extremely grateful to this year’s sponsors (to-date) including: TD Bank, Main Street Financial
Group, LLC, United Auto Sales and Services, Inc., Waterbury Swiss Automatic, Naugatuck Valley Memorial
Funeral Home, Mrs. Maureen Williams, and two anonymous sponsors.
Join us for a fabulous night of fellowship and fun in celebration of LIFE!

Turn to page two for your invitation and enclosed response card!

We would be honored by your presence

Carolyn’s Place
Twenty-first Anniversary
Annual Dinner Celebration
Sunday, November 3, 2013 Four Thirty in the Evening
$50.00 per person

Reservations are necessary

La Bella Vista at Pontelandolfo Club
380 Farmwood Road

Waterbury, CT

JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE & HONOR
William J. Pape II
Publisher and Editor of the
Republican-American newspaper

Rev. John M. Cooney
Former Pastor of St. John the Evangelist
Watertown

Monique and Jean Luc Fortin
Carolyn’s Place Volunteers

*****
Silent Auction
Cash, Checks, Visa or Master Card
Emcee Bill Dunn (writer of “The Merry Catholic”)

Live Soft Jazz Music by Gomez & Sadlon
If you cannot join us, you can still be part
of this anniversary celebration;
contribute the cost of a ticket and your name will be
added to our event recognition list.

Kindly respond by October 23, 2013

Use enclosed response card (203) 597-9080 staff@carolynsplace.net
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Knowledge empowers right life choices.

Help our youth by becoming a member today!
“I know the power of self-respect.”
“I know what a good relationship means.”
“I know the importance of making right life choices.”
“I know the value of life.”
“I know Carolyn’s Place is there for me!”
Thanks to Carolyn’s Place education programs,
teenagers and young adults can have the power of knowledge to be
able to make healthy life choices. These type of responses from the
five young teenagers in the photo, will make a wonderful difference in their lives
for strong self-respect, good relationship building, and understanding
the importance of having respect for life. Please help Carolyn’s Place to empower
all teens and young adults by participating in our 2013 membership appeal.
Renew or become a new member today.
Our youth can take charge with knowledge only with your help!

———————————————————————————————————————————————————Carolyn’s Place Pregnancy Care Center
21Years of making a difference for life!
137 Grandview Ave. Waterbury, CT 06708 - (203) 597-9050 - www.carolynsplace.net

Carolyn’s Place! I want to help you continue & do more!
Please return this slip in envelope provided
STEP 1: Please choose a membership level (circle).
Cornerstone Circle
($2,000+)

Pillar
($1,000+)

Protector

Patron

($500+)

($100+)

Guardian
($25+)

STEP 2: Provide donor information.

Please Circle: Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss Rev.
Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________ E-Mail: _______________________________________________________
Check if wish to remain anonymous _____
STEP 3: Please indicate donation amount & select a payment method.

Amount $_____________; Please circle: Enclosing check

or

Donating online (read online directions below).

To donate online: Go to web site www.carolynsplace.net ; click on “Volunteer/Donate”; select “Donate Funds”; click “make a secure donation”; click “Quick Give here”; click “continue Quick Give”; Complete information fields including $ amount, credit card or bank acct;
click “add” next to payment choice & enter information; enter code provided at bottom; click “next”; click “submit”.
If you need further assistance with online giving, please call us at (203) 597-9080. or email staff@carolynsplace.net

Thank you.
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From Ellen’s Desk

From the Desk of Nicole

On October 1, 1992, Carolyn’s Place opened its doors
for the first time. The crisis line that was supposed to be answered 24/7 was down for three days! I guess that was a gentle
hint that we were not in control. We would learn that lesson
again and again throughout the years.
The landscape has changed a great deal over the last twenty
one years. In 1992, there was still a small embarrassment of
going into a drug store to buy a pregnancy test and the only
STD talked about was AIDS. Today, pregnancy tests can be
bought at the dollar store and STDs are epidemic.
We see young people’s lives immersed in the prevailing culture. God gives us the privilege of stepping into those lives and
to love them unconditionally. Sometimes that love is information or guidance. Often times, it’s walking with them as
they make life changing decisions. Life is sometimes messy, but
God is a great “housekeeper”! So, while we have seen many
changes in our culture, one thing remains constant. God is
God! He calls us not to be fearful, and to love one another.
And, no matter the changing landscape, with His grace, we can
do both.

On May 30, 2013, I joined Carolyn’s Place as the new Director of Education. I had a lot on my plate, but I was excited
about the opportunity to speak with and inspire hundreds of
young people throughout the state.
For the majority of the summer, I put together new educational programs, reestablished an education team, and scheduled
14 presentations (a few more are in the works!) for the next
few months. As of September 17th, I have one presentation
and one Tweens Take Charge class under my belt. Tweens Take
Charge is a program held at Carolyn’s Place for 6th and 7th
grade girls. It runs for 8 weeks, and is a time for the girls to
get together and discuss their dreams, goals, choices, and consequences. It is also an opportunity for them to learn from
each other and help each other to navigate the choppy waters
of adolescence.
Now that college is back in session, I will begin working to
establish Carolyn’s Place’s presence on area campuses. I hope
to work with certain student groups to spread the pro-life and
chastity message to as many students as possible. I look forward to what the next few months will bring, and I am excited
to share more news with you all in the next newsletter.

WISH LIST FOR AUCTION ITEMS
The Silent Auction which we held for the first time last year at our Annual Dinner was such a success and well received by
those attending the dinner, we are excited to announce that we will be holding the auction again at this year’s dinner in November. We are hoping to have many nice items available for bidding. If you would like to be a part of the event by contributing something to the auction we would greatly appreciate it. Any gift certificate, new item, service, or basket you would like to donate is welcomed. If you would like to contribute but are not sure what to give, we have a wish list of items we need to add to
current baskets being created.
AUCTION ITEM WISH LIST: Real maple syrup, 8”X10” free-standing acrylic frames, Barnes & Noble gift cards, wide
ribbons or large bows for baskets, 2 beach towels
Questions Call Carla 203 756-4091 or Ginny 203 597-9080

ALL ITEMS NEEDED BY OCT. 15 PLEASE

Fall 2013 Wish List
If you can help with any of these items, new or used, please contact Ginny at (203) 597-9080 or
staff@carolynsplace.net.
ITEMS NEEDED: Sizes 18 mos. and 2T winter clothes-both boy and girl, 1/2” and 1” binders with clear window
sleeve on front, paper clips, mums for front planter
WISH LIST THANK YOU: We are sincerely grateful for the donations received from our Summer Wish List. Thank
you to James Brooks for fulfilling our entire wish list with a check we used to purchase a desk chair, clock, Staples
gift card, toy box and small book shelf. Thanks also to Marlene Yeomens for a Staples gift card, Catherine Capuano for a Staples gift card and Marie Murno for a wall clock.
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Missionary Image

A Tribute to Rev. Brian E. Jeffries

For a two week period in midSeptember, members of the
Knights of Columbus Council
#14600 were privileged to have
the missionary image of Our
Lady of Guadalupe. Beginning
from their church, St. Martha’s
in Enfield, they carried Our
Lady throughout the state to various sites to pray the rosary
outside the abortuaries, join in prayer at the pregnancy care
centers, and have the image present at mass in churches
throughout the diocese. On September 10, the Knights
brought the image of Our Lady to Waterbury where a mass
was held at the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception and
after praying the rosary at the Waterbury Planned
Parenthood, they processed to Carolyn’s Place. Although they
were here only briefly, the presence of Our Lady of Guadalupe
was felt within our Center adding special graces and blessings.

August 28, 1945 - September, 11, 2013

Father Brian Jeffries was born in Manchester, CT. He
graduated from Manchester High School. He then graduated from St. Michael’s College in Winooski, VT. His
degree was in Sociology with a minor in Theology. Then
he went on to the Seminary at St. John’s in Brighton,
MA. He was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishop
John Whealon on May 26, 1973. Father Brian spent the
next forty years serving the people of these Connecticut
parishes: St. Paul's of Kensington, St. Rose of Lima in
Meriden, St. Patrick's in Collinsville, St. Augustine's in
Seymour, and most recently, St. Joseph's in Canaan and
The Church of the Immaculate Conception in Norfolk.

Thank you Knights for taking on this spiritual journey.

“Crash the Royal Baby Shower”

His vocation began as an altar boy and was fostered at
home by his parents and family. After ordination, it has
been enriched by his brother priests in the Fraternity of
Priests. “These priests have been the mainstay of my
growth in the love of Jesus. From them I have learned
the value of faith, loyalty and brotherhood. We support
each other in the defense of life” (Fr. Jeffries). Father
was honored with the Carolyn’s Place Ministry Award
in 2011.

In June, the adult community of Regency at Prospect decided
to celebrate in anticipation of the upcoming royal birth to the
Duke and
Duchess of
Cambridge
by hosting a
“Crash the
Royal Baby
Shower.”
Spearheaded
by Carol Angus and the
Social Committee, they
had a gala
event with special foods and activities. All of the many attendees brought gifts for Carolyn’s Place. In addition to the
many items of clothes, diapers, wipes, toys, shampoos, rattles,
two new car seats, and towels, The group of 47 residents also
took baby bottles and filled them with change for a boomerang. This raised $577.28. A good time was had by all involved
and we benefited greatly. Thank you so much.

Fr. Jeffries was a man of great faith and love for the
priesthood. This is best summed up by his words:
“I thank God for His most generous and precious gift of
Priesthood. As a young child He placed the desire in my
heart to become His priest, and fulfilled that desire with
His gift of Priesthood on May 26, 1973
As I reflect upon His gift to me for the Church, I realize
that He has given me everything I ever wanted.
A loving family, a share in His Priesthood, wonderful
brothers in the Priesthood, men and women in the faith
to accompany me along the way, the Church, and the
knowledge that there is so much more to come. He has
so much more in store for me and for all of us.” Let us
give Him Glory and Honor and Praise.”

Fancy Attire
Thank you to Barbara Leddy for donating the baby clothes
from her store in Washington Depot. There was a beautiful
selection of infant girl clothes. They will make some moms
very happy to put their daughter in such lovely dresses.
Thanks!

Thank you Fr. Brian Jeffries for the laughter and love
you shared with all of us these 68 years. We will miss
you greatly.
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BOOMERANGS ARE OUR LIFELINE...
This summer we were blessed by several parishes sponsoring a Baby Bottle Boomerang for us. It is due to the generosity of so many
people that the Boomerangs account for 25% of our income. We do not accept any state or federal money and therefore depend
solely on the generosity of our supporters through fundraisers like this. We are sincerely grateful to all of the parishes and organizaThe small parishes of Our Lady of Perpetual Help/St. Patrick
in Washington held a Boomerang which raised an amazing
$1,005.24! We extend our sincere thanks to their pastor, Fr.
Matthew Kappalumakkel, the BBB organizer, Deacon George
Streib, and all of the parishioners who so kindly contributed.
We are truly grateful.

Thank you to Corrine Clark for organizing another Baby Bottle
Boomerang at St. Ann Parish in Bristol. The parishioners of St.
Ann have been sponsoring this event for over a decade and are
always extremely generous. This year they raised $1,495.36! We
also thank the pastor, Fr. Alvin LeBlanc, and all of the supportive
parishioners.

For the first time, Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Harwinton held a boomerang for us. Due to the generosity of the
parishioners of this tiny parish, they raised an outstanding
$1,330.63! We are extremely thankful to Fr. Timothy
O'Brien, the organizers Leah Schatz and her family, and the
generous parishioners. THANKS SO MUCH!

Recently, St. Matthew Parish in Forestville, held their first Boomerang. Coordinated by Barbara Theriault, this generous parish
raised $5,401.44! We are truly grateful for the outstanding generosity and support from the parishioners, Barbara, and the pastor,
Msgr. Thomas Ginty. SUPER JOB!!
Thank you to St. Teresa Parish in Woodbury for holding a very
successful event which raised an outstanding $4,782.33! We are
grateful for the years of support and extend a special thank you to
their pastor, Fr. Robert Kwiatkowski, Boomerang organizer Wes
Wensek, and all those who participated. THANK YOU!

Deacon Roland Miller again organized an extremely successful
Boomerang event for us at St. Francis Xavier Parish in New
Milford. This successful event raised an awesome $6,347.80!
We are grateful for the extreme generosity of the parish, for
Deacon Miller’s leadership, and for the support of the pastor,
Fr. Larry Parent. THANK YOU!

Once again, St. Rose of Lima in Newtown held a successful
Boomerang, which was shared with both Carolyn’s Place and
Birthright of Danbury. We received $3,560.00! Thank you to
Msgr. Weiss for allowing his parish to sponsor this, Helga Roegele
and the respect life committee for organizing the event, and all the
generous parishioners.

St. Anthony Parish in Wolcott sponsored a Boomerang in
May and June. During this time they raised an awesome
$2,321.01! We are grateful to all of the parishioners for their
donations, the pastor, Fr. Mark Suslenko and Lisa White who
organized the fundraiser. THANKS SO MUCH!

In late spring, St. Joseph Church in Bristol once again conducted
a successful BBB for us. This year they raised $2,245.50 under the
leadership of Tom Dwyer. Thank you so much to Tom, the pastor,
Fr. Joseph DiSciacca, and so many faithful supporters.

This summer, under the leadership of Heidi and Paul Shea, St.
John of the Cross Parish, Middlebury held a BBB. The parishioners generously donated $2,505.41. This was accomplished
with the support of their pastor, Fr. Dennis Vincenzo. Thank
you to everyone involved!!

IF YOUR PARISH OR ORGANIZATION WOULD LIKE TO
SPONSOR A BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG:

We are extremely grateful to the parishioners of St. Bridget
Parish in Cheshire for hosting such a fabulous Boomerang
which raised $5,217.19! Thank you to Fr. Robert Ricciardi for
allowing your parish to participate. Thanks also to organizers,
Joe and Gail Marinaccio and especially to the very generous
parishioners. SUPER JOB!

 Purchase, or borrow from us, a sufficient number of baby bottles
for your parish or organization.
 Distribute a baby bottle to anyone interested in participating.
 Ask them to fill the bottle with spare change.
 Have everyone return the filled bottle at the end of a specified
time period. (Usually about 3 to 4 weeks.)

Our Lady of Loreto Parish in Waterbury has supported our
ministry through the Boomerang for many years. Under the
leadership of Louise and Joe Brogna with the blessing of the
pastor, Fr. Allan Hill, the parishioners raised $3,724.43.
Thank you so very much for this fabulous fundraising event!

 Total the donations, and send one check to Carolyn’s Place, Inc.
 Return borrowed bottles to Carolyn’s Place, or save your
purchased bottles and reuse for a future boomerang.
For more information call our BBB coordinator
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Wes Wensek at (203) 266-4282

THE COUPON QUEEN

Cana Prayer Group

We are grateful to an anonymous “coupon queen” donor who has
donated many items for our families such as toothbrushes, toothpaste,
school supplies, and shampoo. What is particularly amazing is that this
donor is able to obtain most of her items by cutting coupons and using
them to get a good deal. We are grateful to be the recipient of this very
frugal way of shopping.

We are very thankful to the Cana Prayer Group whose
members have been praying for our ministry for many
years. This summer in addition to their spiritual support,
they also took up a collection and brought us diapers,
wipes, baby clothes, rattles and a monetary donation.
Thank you so much for always keeping us in your thoughts
and prayers.

Diapers from Daisies
Daisy Troop 60113 from Oxford, under the
leadership of Mrs. Rose O’Brien, took up a
collection of all sizes of diapers for our moms
who complete our Earn While You Learn program. Thank you to the entire troop and especially Daisy Scout Shannon, and her younger
sister, Ciara, shown in this photo.
FABULOUS JOB!!

Backpacking
Thank you to the Brass City Memorial Unit M.C.L.A. for
the donation of ten backpacks. These can be used by our
younger parents who are finishing school, and also as a way
to transport baby items for our moms who use the bus system. Thank you very much.

Women Helping Women
The Soroptimist is “an international organization for business and professional women who provide volunteer services to their communities.” This year the club honored
Carolyn’s Place with a $250 contribution. We are grateful
to be a recipient of this donation and thankful for your
continued support

.SENIOR CENTER HOLDS A SHOWER
Members of the Woodbury Senior Center held their own Royal
Baby Shower in honor of the then upcoming birth of the Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge’s baby. Peg Daniels helped to organize the event and delivered many baby items to us such as
clothes, diapers, shampoo and wipes. We are so happy to have
received such nice items to share with our moms and babies.
Thank you to everyone who participated in this fun celebration.

Stitching with Love
Over the summer we were blessed to
receive 15 beautiful handmade quilts
from the Ecumenical Quilters of Naugatuck. These large, specially made with
love, quilts had a variety of themes from
soft, floral patterns to Transformers.
They are fabulous gifts to give to our moms. Thank you so
much for sharing your time and talents with us.

OUR YOUNGEST “MEMBERS”
In early July, eighth grade students Maya and Phoebe Coppola
spent the afternoon helping us stuff and stamp envelopes for
our Membership Appeal mailing. But their support did not stop
there. These young, motivated girls then joined by their friends,
Anna Amatruda and Madison Burns, decided they wanted to
become a “Member” in our appeal. So the quartet went to work
baking items which they sold in order to collect funds. They
raised $112.60 which they sent to us as a Patron member. We
are sincerely grateful for our youngest members in our appeal
and blessed to have the support of such a selfless group of young
ladies. What terrific role models!

Keeping Children Warm
Many thanks to Fr. Will-Roger Malave for the donation of
many fleece blankets. These blankets are especially nice
because they are larger and can be used by older children.
We will be using them for our Tweens program as well as
gifts for moms with some older children. It is always nice
to be able to give something special to an older sibling.
Thank you Father.

ODD FELLOWS
Once again, Dan Whitman has come through with a generous
collection of items for our ministry. Dan, as a member of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge 21,
donated 137 soft, fleece baby blankets for our
moms. We are grateful to receive such a large
donation and we shared some of our gifts with a
“sister” pregnancy care center who was in great
need and also very grateful. Thank you Dan and
members of the I.O.O.F.

Showering our Babies
Many thanks to Allegra Itsoga from Oakville who asked
guests coming to her baby shower to bring a gift for
Carolyn’s Place. As the result of the shower, she donated
many cans of formula and diapers of all sizes. We are very
grateful for your thoughtfulness.
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Carolyn’s Place, Inc.
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Waterbury, CT 06708
24/7 Hotline: (203) 597-9050

VISIT US:
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Blog: carolynsplaceblog.com

Join Carolyn’s Place on November 3,
for Our 21st Anniversary
Annual Dinner Celebration
As we honor: William J. Pape II
Fr. John M. Cooney, & Monique & Jean Luc Fortin

Your invitation and RSVP are inside
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