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“Volunteers are not paid, not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless.” 
 
There’s a small army of workers quietly working in the background at Carolyn’s Place.  
 
They’re our volunteers and without them, Carolyn’s Place could never operate in its current capacity.  
 
It’s no exaggeration: over the last 23 years, Carolyn’s Place has only been able to 
grow through the tremendous support and blessings of the hundreds of volunteers 
who willingly go above and beyond every day.  
 
Currently, more than 125 individuals support our not-for-profit’s mission in a 
number of capacities including: phone consultants, education team members, prayer 

warriors, annual dinner and silent auction committee 
members, board members, parenting class instructors, mentors, meal providers, 
fundraisers, painters, carpenters, decorators, yard workers, church liaisons, and Baby 
Bottle Boomerang coordinators. Also those who assist with transporting items, 
organizing personal needs items, cleaning, stuffing envelopes, marketing, updating 
social media, computer projects, and much more.  
 

From college kids, stay-at-home moms, busy 9-5 workers and retired executives and CEOs, our volunteers come 
from all walks of life and bring with them a rich diversity of perspectives and talents.  
 
Over the past 23 years many friendships have been formed. 
We have shared in the joy of the birth of children and 
grandchildren, the love of marriage, the pain of injury and 

illness, and the sadness of death. The 
sharing in these life experiences has created strong bonds and 
everlasting memories.  
 
We have witnessed the growth and changes of our volunteers 

but one thing has never changed; the dedication that each and every volunteer 
shares with our ministry. 
 Thank you, volunteers!  

Mission  

Statement 
“Love one another”  

(John 13:34) 

Carolyn’s Place Pregnancy 
Care Center is a ministry 
committed to empowering 
individuals, through      
education, comfort, and 
assistance, to make life 
choices related to their 
sexuality and child-
bearing consistent with the 
sanctity of human life and 

Catholic teachings. 

Volunteers: A Work of Heart 

If you would like to learn more 
about volunteering at Carolyn’s 
Place please call 203 597-9080 

or email staff@carolynsplace.net 
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MONIQUE FORTIN 
10/23/43 – 5/2/16 

 
Monique Fortin was born on October 23, 
1943 in St. Ludger, Quebec, Canada. In 
1963 she moved to the East Hartford area 
where she spent many years raising her fam-
ily and working at the Society for Savings 
Bank. Monique began the second chapter 
of her life in 1997 when she married Jean 

Luc Fortin and settled in Bristol, CT. They enjoyed their retire-
ment years together by traveling, snow birding to Florida, and 
living life to its fullest with friends and family.  She loved to 
spend her spare time knitting prayer shawls, sewing, and babysit-
ting for her eight grandchildren.  
One of Monique’s many attributes was her selflessness. She al-
ways found the time to volunteer and help other organizations. 
Monique was inspired to volunteer with Carolyn’s Place in 1997. 
Once retired, Monique put to use the organizational skills she 
honed as an employee in the banking industry to oversee and sort 
the thousands of personal needs items that are donated to  
Carolyn’s Place each year. We knew that we could always count 
on Monique not only with the personal needs items, but also to 
assist with the many mailings that are distributed annually. When 
Jean Luc retired, Monique persuaded him to use his carpentry 
skills to help with several projects needed at our Center. They 
would show up even on weekends to build shelves or make neces-
sary repairs. They were here so often, they even got a “key to our 
kingdom” so they could come and go regularly. The couple was 
the recipient of the Carolyn’s Place Volunteer Service Award in 
2013.  Monique was a blessing to Carolyn’s Place and even more 
so to many of us personally. She has left a lasting legacy of life 
and love.   

RAY CRAWFORD 
9/18/44 - 2/12/16 

 
Originally from New York, Ray served for 39 years in the 
Nassau County Police Department, where he ended his 
tenure as Chief of Police. He and his wife, Peg, retired in 
Roxbury, CT where he enjoyed being a Master Gardener, 
beekeeping, biblical studies, and spending time with his 
family, especially his seven grandchildren.  
Ray learned about Carolyn’s Place through his parish and 
came to our Center to offer his services in any way we need-
ed. Ray was a rare breed. He would come and go quietly 
doing “his thing” many times. Most of the people connected 
with our ministry never knew him, but just saw and mar-
veled at the fruits of his labor. He used his Master Gardener 
skills to make us a Prayer Garden on the side of our Center. 
He was so concerned about making it perfect for us; some-
thing we would like and utilize. He took such care in choos-
ing just the right plants and then the statue representing our 
Blessed Mother.  He then finished it off with a gorgeous 
teak bench. He came back several times each season to 
check on the plants and at the same time he would give us 
advice on caring for some of the other plants in our yard. 
His love for nature, and his desire to always help, led him to 
keep coming back. Last spring he built the beautiful flower 
boxes and took the time and care to plant just the right 
combination of flowers to add beauty to our entryway. Each 
time Ray would visit, he would be sure to drop off a couple 
of jars of honey from his backyard bee hives. We were privi-
leged and blessed to have Ray as a part of our Carolyn’s 
Place family and we will miss him greatly. 

In Loving Memory 

From Ellen’s Desk 
On Thursdays, just before noon, a small but mighty group meets 
here at our Center. They are our Prayer Warriors. We pray the 
Rosary and the St. Gianna Litany. We lift up donors, volunteers 
and of course, our Moms and Dads. This is my “go to” group 
when a client is contemplating abortion, when a client is experi-
encing a difficult time or if someone in the Carolyn’s Place fami-
ly needs support and comfort. I can call them any time with a 
prayer request and know that the prayer will be immediate. 
Prayer is the foundation of all that we do at Carolyn’s Place. We 
could never do the work we do without acknowledging that God 
is in control. It is He who writes each story…we play a small part 
and do what He gives us to do on a daily basis. 
The battle for life is, at its root, a spiritual battle. The outcome 
of this battle will define us as a society. Prayer is our most power-
ful weapon. Our Prayer Warriors understand this and they are 
ready. 

 
24th ANNUAL DINNER 

We are excited to begin sharing information about our up-
coming 24th Annual Dinner. This will again include a five-
course dinner and a Silent Auction with outstanding gifts. 

DATE: Sunday, November 6, 2016 
TIME: 4:30 PM 

PLACE: La Bella Vista - Pontelandolfo Club, Waterbury 
 

Please plan on being a part of our celebration:  
1. Join us that evening 

2. Be a company sponsor or purchase a program ad in our 
booklet 

3. Donate an item or service to our Silent Auction 
4. Be a part of our dinner committee 

 
For more information please contact Ginny at 

staff@carolynsplace.net or 203-597-9080 
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YOUTUBE VIDEOS 
Carolyn’s Place is trying to spread the word about our 
ministry through YouTube. High School junior, Olivia 

Grocki, and her Mom, Lisa Grocki, 
have been coming to our Center and 
filming, then taking the material 
home and creating a YouTube video 
for us. We currently have a “Virtual 
Tour” of our Center, and Fr. Rous-

seau telling the “Story of Carolyn’s Place.” They recently 
posted several short videos of our director, Ellen, talking 
about our programs and the many ways we can assist the 
community. Thank you so much Olivia and Lisa for help-
ing us with this new marketing endeavor. We suggest our 
supporters go to YouTube and view these videos. 
Google: Carolyn’s Place Pregnancy Care Center 
Pregnant? We Can Help 
You Have Options 
Earn While You Learn 
Legal Counseling 
Stay in School 
Carolyn’s Story 
Welcome to Carolyn’s Place 

 
ANNUAL MEETING WRAP-UP 

Our Annual Meeting for 2016 was held on Wednesday, 
March 30, back at our “roots”- St. John the Evangelist 
Church in Watertown. The evening began at 6:00 p.m. 
with our founder, Fr. Robert Rousseau, celebrating Mass. 
We then proceeded downstairs into Fr. Filip Hall for a 
presentation of our year’s activities, financial status, and 
future plans. We provided updates on topics such as the 
Mobile Van initiative, and Baby Bottle Boomerang events. 
The evening was wrapped up with a delicious dessert buf-
fet. Thank you to Fr. Anthony Smith for graciously allow-
ing us to use the parish facilities and to John Lynch and 
Nora Myers for help with our set up. Many thanks to the 
approximately 45 people who joined us for the evening. 
 
 

SUMMER 2016 WISH LIST 
If you can help with any of these items, new or used, please contact us at 203-597-9080 or staff@carolynsplace.net 

 
ITEMS NEEDED:  Forever stamps, floor lamp, small wooden living room end table 
HELP NEEDED:  Help with weekly light housekeeping. 
WISH LIST THANK YOU: We had an outstanding response to our request for larger sized diapers. We are sincerely grateful. 
Please see above articles for our thank you. 

WISH LIST THANK YOU 
On our Spring Wish List we put out a cry for much needed size 4, 5 
and 6 diapers. We are thrilled at the positive response we received. 
We are so blessed to have so many selfless and generous supporters 
who always come to our aid. 
 
Thank you to the following individuals who donated diapers:  Peggy 
Sheehan, Bridget Flannigan, Donna Merritt, and Kathy Arnauckas.   
 
Many thanks to Susan, our “good fairy” who ordered three boxes of 
Huggies diapers and had them sent to us through Amazon. 
 

 
KENNEDY HIGH STU-

DENTS LEAP INTO ACTION 
When Kennedy High School Jour-
nalism teacher, Alena Cybart-
Persenaire, saw our request for larg-
er sized diapers in our newsletter, 
she moved into action. She asked 
the students in her English and 

Journalism classes to bring in change to purchase some diapers.  
Their teacher was amazed at the response. The students were so gen-
erous that they were able to purchase 20 packages of diapers for us 
to distribute to moms in need. “Some of these students are in need 
themselves, but they were all donating, and not just change but 
bills,” said Ms. Cybart-Persenaire as she proudly delivered the multi-
ple bags of diapers.  We are truly grateful for the outpouring of gen-
erosity from these students. You did an awesome job! 

 

Parish Collection 

Spearheaded by Pastoral Care Coordinator, Mary Jane Calladio, and 
Parish Nurse, Linda Dobyduey, the parishioners of St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church in Oxford took up a collection of size 4, 5 and 6 
diapers. They brought us a dozen boxes. Thank you so much for 
answering our plea.  

 
Yankee Quilters Raffle 

The Yankee Quilters, a quilt shop in Sey-
mour, came up with a clever way to collect 
diapers for our babies. Anyone who donat-
ed a package of diapers to their store was 
given a raffle ticket. 
These tickets went into a 
drawing and the winner 
received a gift card to 

their store. As a result of their generous customers 
they brought us 70 packs of diapers. Thank you so 
much for your awesome support. 
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Carolyn’s Place is blessed to have many gifted individuals from varied backgrounds on our Board of Directors and Staff. 
We think it is important that our supporters are aware of these members since this is primarily the group of people who 

make the decisions for our ministry. We would like to introduce you to: 
 

THE CAROLYN’S PLACE BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF  
 

Father Robert Rousseau, the Founder of Carolyn’s Place, has been a key leader since the beginning of Carolyn’s Place in 1992. 
He is the current Treasurer of our ministry. He has been the Pastor of Holy Family Church in Enfield since the fall of 2013. 
Previously, he was Pastor at St. Augustine Parish, North Branford from 2006-2013, Pastor at Saint Ann Church in Bristol, 
and Pastor of St. John the Evangelist Church in Watertown where baby Carolyn was found and from where Carolyn’s Place 
was established.  Father Rousseau holds a Masters of Divinity degree and a Masters in Pastoral Counseling. He is the Direc-
tor of Pro-Life for the Archdiocese of Hartford. 

Ron Painchaud joined the Carolyn’s Place Board in March 2014 and is the current Chairman of the Board.  He and his wife, 
Rita, have been lifelong pro-life advocates.  For the past 15 years, Ron has been a business analyst in the healthcare industry 
involved in Client/Provider relations. He is also a business developer for a major financial services company. As a former 
Grand Knight of the Cheshire council of the Knights of Columbus, Ron has been involved in many pro-life projects. He is a 
graduate of Central Connecticut State University with a BS degree in Computer Science.  Ron and his wife are members of 
St. Bridget Parish in Cheshire. They have one son, Philip. 

Virginia (Ginny) Baudinet, our Vice Chairman of the Board, has been active with Carolyn’s Place since its beginning in 
1992.  During this time, her volunteer work has included phone consultant, fundraising and development, serving as a rep-
resentative at community events, three years as Chairman of the Board, and other activities. Ginny holds a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Education from SUNY Geneseo and a Masters Degree in Special Education from the University of Virginia. She 
taught special education in New York, Arizona and Wisconsin until leaving to raise five children. She is currently assisting at 
Carolyn’s Place with business management, event planning, fundraising, and marketing. Ginny and her husband are mem-
bers of St. John the Evangelist Parish in Watertown. 

Christine Kasinskas joined the Board of Directors of Carolyn’s Place in October of 2008, and is currently the Secretary. She 
is an assistant professor of Physical Therapy at Quinnipiac University and has a strong interest in public health. She holds a 
doctoral degree in physical therapy from Simmons College in Boston. Chris has experience serving in the past on various 
boards including acting as Chairman of the State Board of Examiners for Physical Therapy and as a member of the Chapter 
Services Committee of the Connecticut Chapter of the Multiple Sclerosis Society. She is active at her parish, the Church of 
the Epiphany in Cheshire, as a Eucharistic Minister. Chris and her husband John have one daughter, Kaitlyn. 

Sister Catherine Mary Clarke is a member of the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist of Meriden and joined the Board of 
Carolyn’s Place in March, 2014. She is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and is the Director of Social Services for Francis-
can Home Care and Hospice Care since 2006. She works full time as the Social Worker, Pastoral Care Counselor and Be-
reavement Counselor. She works part time for the Franciscan Family Care Center Adoption Agency and is the Directress of 
Postulants for the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist. Sister Catherine Mary earned her Bachelor’s Degree in Natural Sci-
ence from Shorter University in Rome, Georgia and worked as a Naturalist prior to entering the Franciscan Sisters in 1986. 
She earned her Master’s Degree in Social Work from the University of Connecticut. Her focus is working with those in the 
dying process and elderly with mental health needs. She has worked with pregnant women in crisis, women with post-
abortive grief, and couples preparing to adopt. She is on the Board of the Meriden Chapter of Birthright. New to the rela-
tionship with Carolyn’s Place, Sister Catherine Mary shares the commitment of Carolyn’s Place to protect the life of the un-
born child and to support the well-being and advancement of the pregnant woman in crisis.   

Meaghan Griffin joined the Carolyn's Place Board in December of 2014 as the Board's Attorney.  She is an associate attor-
ney at D'Amico, Griffin, & Pettinicchi, LLP in Watertown, CT where she practices personal injury law. Meaghan graduated 
from Providence College with a BA Degree in 2010 and obtained her JD Degree from Ave Maria School of Law in 
2013.  She grew up in Torrington, CT where she was a student and parishioner of St. Francis of Assisi School and Church. 
Meaghan currently resides in Waterbury, CT.  As a new board member and young professional, she is dedicated to strength-
ening the pro-life voice of her generation and advocating for the rights of the unborn in her community.    

Cynthia Kociszewski joined the Carolyn’s Place Board in January 2016. Cindy is an APRN specializing in Palliative and 
Critical Care nursing. She completed her PhD in Nursing from the University of Connecticut, and serves as adjunct faculty 
for several medical and nursing academic institutes. Cindy has been instrumental in developing and implementing inpatient  
                                                                                                                                                                    Continue page 5 
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Palliative Care services at two Connecticut hospitals. She has volunteered for numerous state and national profes-
sional nursing organization boards throughout her career. She is a life-long pro-life advocate often providing legisla-
tive testimony against Physician Assisted Suicide and other legislative threats against the care of the vulnerable and 
marginalized in our society.  Cindy is an active member of the Legion of Mary, and is currently serving on the Arch-
bishop's Council. Cindy and her husband Ken have two children, six grandchildren, and are members of St. Thomas 
Church in Thomaston.  
 
 Nick Laffin is our newest member on the Board joining us in May of 2016. He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Psy-
chology from Assumption College.  He was the owner and operator of a family business for five years.  Currently 
Nick works with the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist in developing their outreach and other programs, especially 
maintaining active membership in their young professional YOUCAT  group. Nick also serves as a financial supervi-
sor in the billing and payroll services for the Franciscan Home Care and Hospice Care, and Franciscan Ever There 
Care. Additionally, Nick works within the community education of these programs to promote various fundraisers 
and events associated with the organizations.  He will bring a youthful perspective to the Board in ways to educate 
and promote the services and support that Carolyn’s Place offers. Nick is currently a parishioner of Most Holy Trini-
ty Church in Wallingford. 
  
Sister Mary Richards is a member of the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist of Meriden and joined the Board of Car-
olyn’s Place in August of 2015.  She received a BA from Loyola University of Chicago in Sociology, a Master’s De-
gree in Education in Counseling from the University of Hartford, and a Master’s in Business Administration (MBA) 
from the University of Hartford. Sister spent a brief period as a Social Worker at Catholic Family Services, then 
moved on to several years of employment at a Meriden bank where she was promoted to a Regional Manager. She 
also worked for five years as the Business Manager at the Mary Wade Home.  Since 1994, Sister Mary has served as 
the Finance Manager for the Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist in Meriden including the Franciscan Home Care 
and Hospice Care, the Franciscan Life Center, and the Franciscan Ever There Care. 
    

M. Jane Teta joined the Board in September of 2008 and has been an active supporter of Carolyn’s Place since 
2003. She was Chairperson of the Board for four years. Jane is a health scientist with over 30 years’ experience in 
research and consulting and also has extensive management and communication experience.  She holds a doctorate 
in Public Health and a Masters in Biostatistics from Yale University.  Her first career was as a high school mathemat-
ics teacher. She has served on the boards of the Union Carbide Foundation and the Environmental Literacy Coun-
cil.  She is a member of Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish.  Jane raised four children and now has 12 grandchildren.  

 
Marie A. Vitarelli, a longtime supporter of Carolyn's Place, joined the Board in June of 2015. She is a Registered 
Nurse, having trained at St. Mary's Hospital School of Nursing, and later earned a B.S. Degree in Health Care Ser-
vices.  Her work experiences in nursing are varied.  She served as a Clinical Instructor at St. Mary's Hospital.   Marie 
next joined the Waterbury Visiting Nurses Association.  She then completed a thirty-five year career with the Depart-
ment of Social Services of the State of Connecticut, as a Patient Review Team Nurse and, subsequently, as the Super-
vising Nurse Consultant in the Medical Review Team of the Medicaid Medical operations unit.  Following her retire-
ment, Marie assumed the responsibilities of coordinating the weekly operations of the Malta House of Care Van in 
Waterbury, while also serving as a volunteer nurse in the program.    She is a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Malta House of Care Program in Waterbury.  Marie serves in several volunteer activities and as the Parish Nurse 
for St. John of the Cross Church in Middlebury. 
 

CLIENT DIRECTOR 

Ellen M. Cavallo has been involved in pro-life work for over 35 years. She was on the Founding Committee of Car-
olyn’s Place and has been the Director of our Pregnancy Care Center since 1996.  Ellen received her LPN from St. 
Francis Hospital in Hartford, and worked as a group home nurse for the physically and developmentally challenged 
before becoming involved with Carolyn’s Place. She is certified by Heartbeat International as an Options Counselor. 
Ellen is also certified by the National Council for Adoption as an Adoption Specialist. Ellen has three daughters and 
seven grandchildren. She belongs to the Secular Franciscan Order. 



6  

 

 

 

Bunny Baskets 
The students at St. John the Evangelist School in 
Watertown had fun preparing for Easter while rais-
ing funds for Carolyn’s Place. Coordinated by facul-
ty member, Susan Charbonneau, four large Easter 
baskets full of treats and goodies were created and 
raffled to the entire school. Thanks 
to their enthusiasm and generosity 

they raised an awesome $271.23. Congratulations 
to the winners: Kendra Graf, Gianna Pallidano, 
Brody Butterly, and Greta Morcey, and many 
thanks to all those who participated and donated to 
help our moms and babies.                                

                   Donation on Wheels                                         

During the month of April the Shaker Family Ford Lincoln Dealer-
ship split a $100 donation between Carolyn’s Place and St. Vincent 
DePaul Society for each car they sold. We are sincerely grateful to 
Shaker’s for their support of our ministry and giving back to the com-
munity.  

Bingo Baking 
The Oxford Senior Center recently had a bake sale and sold these 
sweet goodies at bingo. This delicious fundraiser brought in $60. 
Thank you so much for combining games and goodies to collect 
funds for our babies. 
 

Thank you to the members of Alpha Delta Kappa Epsilon who put 
together a bedtime package of board books for babies and pajamas/
stretchies. While delivering these items they learned about our need 
for the larger sized diapers.  They returned a couple of weeks later 
with a big donation of size 4, 5 and 6 diapers. We are truly grateful 
for your zealous generosity 
 

THE BIG EVENT 
As a part of the Quinnipiac University 
Big Event, in early April five students 
and one faculty member from the 
Computer Information Systems De-
partment came to our Center and did 
some spring cleaning. Three of them 
diligently worked outside cleaning up 
the yard, while three worked inside 

making all 34 of our windows squeaky clean -both inside and out. 
They made a fabulous team and did an excellent job! Thank you so 
very much. 

Feed the Hungry 

During the Lenten Season the parishioners of St. Matthew Parish in 
Forestville, practiced the corporal works of mercy: “Feed the hun-
gry,” by taking up a collection of baby formula.  Thanks to their self-
lessness and generosity, they donated a large amount of formula and 
juice boxes for toddlers. We are truly grateful.  

TIME AND TALENT SPOTLIGHT 
 

We are continually blessed with homemade items to be shared with 
our moms and babies. We are extremely grateful for every item we 
receive, the recipients are thankful, and God is richly blessing you for 
sharing your time and talents with the less fortunate. We are unable 
to recognize each individual in this newsletter, but we will try to spot-
light a few each season. 
Virginia knitted us several multicolored baby hats. 
Wanda Ramsey crafted beautiful handmade blankets and booties. 
Carol Miles cleverly made three diaper bags which will be very use-
ful. She also made soft blankets with satin borders and many cute 
embroidered bibs. 
Residents of the Middlebury Convalescent Home used their tal-
ents to make 20 attractive bibs to keep our babies clean. Special 
thanks to: Annette Vella, Annette LaMadeleine, Elena Blake, Anasta-
sia Adams, Bernie Hinkle, Hazel Olivier and Sophie Solberg. 
The Knitting and Crocheting Outreach Ministry of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church in Harwinton created 25 cute and colorful 
baby hats. Each was specially made, and then blessed by Fr. Timothy 
O’Brien. 
The Southford Falls Quilt Guild lovingly made us six gorgeous 
quilts. 
We received eight warm and snuggly fleece blankets, generously 
given through Sr. Marie Roccapriore. 
Waterbury resident, Sonia Rein, designed and created four beauti-
ful baby quilts. 
  

Mobilizing a Greater Culture of Life 
 

Choose Life License Plates 

The Children’s First Foundation 
was founded in 2000 by Elizabeth 
and Charles Rex. Their goal is to 
spread the word to “Choose Life” 
by purchasing license plates which 
contain those words and two smil-
ing young faces.  These plates are 
now approved in 29 states 
(including Connecticut) and ap-
proximately one million license 
plates have been purchased or re-
newed. This has raised an out-

standing $22+ million, which is given to hundreds of pro-life agencies 
across America.  Please purchase a “Choose Life“ license and indicate 
Carolyn’s Place on your form and we will receive $20 for each plate. 
Just think, 100 tags would raise $2,000 for our ministry while at the 
same time sending the message across the country to save lives.  We 
are sincerely grateful to The Children’s First Foundation for their 
dedication to life and financial support for pregnancy centers and 
many thanks to all those who purchase the tags. We recently received 
$160 from CFF for plates purchased in support of Carolyn’s Place. 

To purchase a “Choose Life” license plate contact  
203-393-8958 or www.ctchoose-life.org 
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YOUR CHANGE CAN CHANGE LIVES 
Some parishioners from the Shrine of St. Anne in Waterbury took 
some baby bottles and held a BBB for us. With only a few bottles 
they raised $208.71. Thank you so much for your support and 
thanks to Kim Petrillo for overseeing the BBB. 
 
St. Thomas Parish in Southington held another successful Boomer-
ang for us. Coordinated by Roberta Vendetti, this generous parish 
raised an outstanding $4,468.60! Thank you so much for your out-
pouring of support and to Fr. Rev. Nicholas Melo for allowing us to 
hold this fundraiser. 
 
This is the ninth year that St. Aloysius Parish in Plantsville has held 
a BBB for us. With the assistance of the coordinator, Kathy Sima, 
and the support from their pastor, Fr. Kevin Dillon, this faithful par-
ish raised $3,563.31. Thank you so much for holding such a fabulous 
BBB and for your years of support. 
 
The linked Wolcott parishes of St. Maria Goretti and St. Pius X 
both held a Boomerang this Lent. Spearheaded by Holly Leone, with 
the blessing from Fr. Kevin Donovan, these events were a big success. 
St. Pius Parish raised $2,101.41 and St. Maria Goretti raised 
$1,527.38. This is an extraordinary job and we are extremely grateful. 

IF YOUR PARISH OR ORGANIZATION WOULD LIKE TO 

SPONSOR A BABY  BOTTLE BOOMERANG: 

  Purchase, or borrow from us, a sufficient number of baby bot-

tles for your parish or organization. 

   Distribute a baby bottle to anyone interested in participating. 

   Ask them to fill the bottle with spare change. 

   Have everyone return the filled bottle at the end of a specified 

time period.  (Usually about 3 to 4 weeks.) 

   Total the donations, and send one check to Carolyn’s Place, Inc. 

or we will count the money for you. 

   Return borrowed bottles to Carolyn’s Place, or save your 

purchased bottles and reuse for a future boomerang. 

For more information call our BBB coordinator 

Wes Wensek at 203 266-4282  wwensek@att.net 

May Showers 
In early May, the LIFT group Ladies In Faith Together from Sacred 
Heart Parish in Southbury, hosted a Baby Shower for us. Our direc-
tor, Ellen Cavallo, was invited to the shower and treated to an exten-

sive brunch buffet with delicious home-
made cuisine. This group of generous 
woman donated MANY items for our 
babies including diapers, wipes, formu-
la and adorable outfits. We are truly 
grateful for your generosity and for 
hosting such a marvelous morning 
event. 
 

An Afternoon of Tea 
One Saturday in May, Ellen was invited to 
Christ Church Quaker Farms in Oxford 
for an Episcopal Church Women’s Tea for 
Carolyn’s Place.  In keeping with the 
theme of afternoon tea, the event was 
beautifully decorated with linen napkins and good china. The guests 
all enjoyed delicious homemade finger sand-
wiches and desserts. Everyone brought an 
unbelievable amount of lovely baby items.  In 
addition to good food and fellowship, they 
had fun games such as guess the jarred baby 
food, and how many jelly beans fit in a baby 
bottle. Thank you so much to the coordina-
tor Kathie Osbourn and all of the women 
who so generously participated in this fun 
social event.  
 

Happy Mother’s Day 

Once again both the United Methodist Church in Woodbury and 
the United  Methodist Church in Watertown celebrated Mother’s 
Day by hosting an individual Baby Shower for us. Spearheaded by 
Diane Hibbard and Pat Kurtz respectively, these events honored 
moms by donating many baby items and monetary gifts for us to 
share with our moms for their newborns.  Thank you so much to 

both neighboring parishes. 
 

GIVE LOCAL 
The Connecticut Community Founda-
tion -CCF- once again hosted “Give Lo-
cal.” This event consists of a 36 hour peri-
od during which people can donate 

online to their favorite non-profit organizations. Carolyn’s Place was 
blessed to be a part of this fundraising event and receive several hun-
dred dollars from generous supporters.  We are delighted to report 
that we had seventeen donors generously contributed $1,250 total. 
This money will then be enhanced by CCF to increase the proceeds.  
We were also the recipient of a $500 prize from Ion Bank. Thank 
you to all those who donated and a special thanks to CCF for host-
ing such a successful and beneficial event. 
 

 

A SENIOR PROJECT 

Thank you so very much to Samantha Moravsky, a senior at Shepaug 
Valley School in Washington, CT. For her senior project she chose to 
collect for Carolyn’s Place. In addition to an earlier collection of baby 
items, Samantha recently took up a monetary collection raising $666. 
We are truly grateful for your awesome support. Congratulations on 
your high school graduation! 
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Carolyn’s Place  
This issue of the newsletter is dedicated in loving memory of  

two faithful and loving volunteers who recently passed away: 

Monique Fortin and Raymond Crawford  

See page 2 

Save the Date 

Carolyn’s Place Annual Dinner  

Sunday, November 6, 2016 

Carolyn’s Place, Inc. 
Pregnancy Care Center 

137 Grandview Avenue 

Waterbury, CT  06708 

 

HOTLINE: 203-597-9050 

TEXT: 203-695-1252 

 

VISIT US: 

www.carolynsplace.net 
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